
 

KNOCK KNOCK BOARD BOOKS READING LIST 

 
Knock Knock Children’s Museum (KKCM)  is a community spark for engaging, playful learning experiences that inspire 
and support lifelong learning. We strive to be inclusive by making every aspect of our museum relevant and accessible to all. 
We recognize that responsive interactions are critical for children and adults to achieve their fullest potential in the context of 
relationships that are built on trust and respect. We believe in the development of the whole child with the goal of increasing 
early literacy skills while expanding knowledge and raising interest in STEAM subjects and careers. Books are an important 
part to our museum, with the Story Tree Learning Zones, featuring a library of over 400 books. These books organized 
around the themes of each Learning Zone are used daily in our programs, to introduce field trips, to guide art and maker shop 
activities, for story times and for visitors to enjoy. KKCM is excited to work with The Conscious Kid Library, an 
organization that promotes multicultural literacy, anti-bias and empowerment through creating access to diverse children’s 
books. Our goal is to make sure all visitors to our museum can see themselves and learn about the people, places, history and 
ideas that make up our diverse and wonderful world. Knock Knock’s theme for November is Miniatures. This reading list 
focuses on board books for babies and children ages 0-7.  
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HOMEMADE LOVE 
bell hooks, illustrated by Shane Evans 
Her Mama calls her Girlpie—a sweet treat, 
homemade with love. And when Girlpie makes a 
mistake, the love of her mother and father lets her 
pick up the pieces and make everything right again. 
Shane W. Evans’s resplendent artwork teems with 
"homemade love," one of the tender nicknames 
award-winning author bell hooks gives her young 
heroine. Ages 0-6. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
THE LIFE OF/LA VIDA DE SELENA 
Patty Rodriguez and Ariana Stein, illustrated by Citlali 
Reyes 
Selena’s career started at a young age when she 
became lead singer in her family's band, Selena Y 
Los Dinos. She went on to become an 
award-winning artist with albums like Amor Prohibido 
and Selena Live, and earned the title "Queen of 
Tejano Music.” Your little one will learn that Selena’s 
favorite food was pizza and that the most important 
people in the world to her were her familia and fans. 
Ages 0-4. 
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EVERY LITTLE THING 
Bob Marley and Cedella Marley, illustrated by 
Vanessa Brantley-Newton 
Every Little Thing brings Bob Marley's beloved song 
to life for a new generation. Every family will relate to 
this universal story of a boy who won't let anything 
get him down, as long as he has the help of three 
special little birds. Including all the lyrics of the 
original song plus new verses, this cheerful book will 
bring a smile to faces of all ages—because every 
little thing's gonna be alright. Ages 0-6. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
ONE LOVE 
Bob Marley and Cedella Marley, illustrated by 
Vanessa Brantley-Newton 
One Love brings Bob Marley's most beloved song to 
life for a new generation. Readers will delight in 
dancing to the beat and feeling the positive groove of 
change when one girl enlists her friends, family, and 
community to help transform her neighborhood for 
the better. Ages 0-6. 
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MY HEART FILLS WITH HAPPINESS 
Monique Gray Smith, illustrated by Julie Flett 
The sun on your face. The smell of warm bannock 
baking in the oven. Holding the hand of someone 
you love. What fills your heart with happiness? This 
beautiful board book, with illustrations from 
celebrated artist Julie Flett, serves as a reminder for 
little ones and adults alike to reflect on and cherish 
the moments in life that bring us joy. International 
speaker and award-winning author Monique Gray 
Smith wrote My Heart Fills with Happiness to support 
the wellness of Indigenous children and families, and 
to encourage young children to reflect on what 
makes them happy. Ages 0-5. 

  

 

 
 

WE SANG YOU HOME 
Richard Van Camp, illustrated by Julie Flett 
In this sweet and lyrical board book from the 
creators of the bestselling Little You, gentle 
rhythmic text captures the wonder new parents feel 
as they welcome baby into the world. A celebration 
of the bond between parent and child, this is the 
perfect song to share with your little ones. Ages 0-5. 
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A IS FOR ACTIVIST 
Innosanto Nagara 
A is for Activist is an ABC board book written and 
illustrated for the next generation of progressives: 
families who want their kids to grow up in a space 
that is unapologetic about activism, environmental 
justice, civil rights, LGBTQ rights, and everything 
else that activists believe in and fight for. The 
alliteration, rhyming, and vibrant illustrations make 
the book exciting for children, while the issues it 
brings up resonate with their parents' values of 
community, equity, and justice. This engaging little 
book carries huge messages as it inspires hope for 
the future, and calls children to action while teaching 
them a love for books. Ages 0-7. 

 

 

 

 

 
LITTLE YOU 
Richard Van Camp, illustrated by Julie Flett 
Richard Van Camp, internationally renowned 
storyteller and bestselling author, has partnered with 
award-winning illustrator Julie Flett to create a tender 
board book for babies and toddlers that celebrates 
the potential of every child. With its delightful 
contemporary illustrations, Little You is perfect to be 
shared, read or sung to all the little people in your 
life—and the new little ones on the way! Ages 0-6. 
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DREAM BIG, LITTLE ONE 
Vashti Harrison 
Featuring 18 trailblazing Black women in American 
history, Dream Big, Little One is the irresistible board 
book adaptation of Little Leaders: Bold Women in 
Black History. Among these women, you'll find 
heroes, role models, and everyday women who did 
extraordinary things—bold women whose actions 
and beliefs contributed to making the world better for 
generations of girls and women to come. Whether 
they were putting pen to paper, soaring through the 
air or speaking up for the rights of others, the women 
profiled in these pages were all taking a stand 
against a world that didn't always accept them.  
The leaders in this book may be little, but they all did 
something big and amazing, inspiring generations to 
come. Ages 0-6. 
 

 
 

 
PLEASE, BABY, PLEASE 
Spike Lee and Tonya Lewis Lee, illustrated by Kadir 
Nelson 
Go back to bed, 
baby, please, baby, please. 
Not on your HEAD, 
baby baby baby, please!...  
From moments fussy to fond, Academy 
Award-nominated filmmaker Spike Lee and his wife, 
producer Tonya Lewis Lee, present a 
behind-the-scenes look at the chills, spills, and 
unequivocal thrills of bringing up baby!  
Vivid illustrations from celebrated artist Kadir Nelson 
evoke toddlerhood from sandbox to high chair to 
crib, and families everywhere will delight in sharing 
these exuberant moments again and again. Ages 
0-5. 
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