
 

 KNOCK KNOCK SOUNDPLAY READING LIST 

 
Knock Knock Children’s Museum (KKCM)  is a community spark for engaging, playful learning experiences that inspire 
and support lifelong learning. We strive to be inclusive by making every aspect of our museum relevant and accessible to all. 
We recognize that responsive interactions are critical for children and adults to achieve their fullest potential in the context of 
relationships that are built on trust and respect. We believe in the development of the whole child with the goal of increasing 
early literacy skills while expanding knowledge and raising interest in STEAM  subjects and careers. Books are an important 
part to our museum, with the Story Tree Learning Zones, featuring a library of over 400 books. These books organized 
around the themes of each Learning Zone are used daily in our programs, to introduce field trips, to guide art and maker shop 
activities, for story times and for visitors to enjoy. KKCM is excited to work with The Conscious Kid Library, an 
organization that promotes multicultural literacy, anti-bias and empowerment through creating access to diverse children’s 
books. Our goal is to make sure all visitors to our museum can see themselves and learn about the people, places, history and 
ideas that make up our diverse and wonderful world. Knock Knock’s theme for July is “Soundplay” and all of the books 
featured on this list involve soundplay and music. 
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THE 5 O’CLOCK BAND 
Troy Andrews & Bill Taylor, illustrated by Bryan Collier 
In this companion to the Caldecott Honor and 
Coretta Scott King Award–winning Trombone Shorty , 
join a scrappy young musician named Shorty on a 
tour of his beloved New Orleans. After letting his 
band down by missing rehearsal, Shorty has some 
serious questions about what it means to be a 
leader. He hits the streets of New Orleans to find 
some answers and soak up inspiration. Along the 
way he’ll meet street musicians, a favorite restaurant 
owner, and the famous Mardi Gras Indians. Each 
has some NOLA-bred wisdom to share with Shorty 
about being an artist, a leader, and a friend. In The 5 
O’Clock Band , Troy Andrews has crafted another 
unforgettable love letter to New Orleans. Ages 4-8.  

 
 

CALLING THE WATER DRUM 
LaTisha Redding, illustrated by Aaron Boyd 
Henri and his parents leave their homeland, Haiti, 
after they receive an invitation from an uncle to 
come to New York City. Only able to afford a small, 
rickety boat, the family sets out in the middle of the 
night in search of a better life. Out at sea Henri 
dreams of what life will be like across the great 
waters. Then the small boat overturns, and Henri is 
placed on top of the boat as his parents drift further 
out at sea. Overcome with grief, Henri retreats into 
himself and is no longer able to speak once he 
reaches land. Encouraged by his uncle and 
neighbor, Henri takes a bucket and plays on it like a  

      drum. The drumming becomes a link to his past and  
      a conduit for his emotions. Slowly, through his  
      drumming and the kindness of his uncle and friend,  
      Henri learns to navigate this new and foreign world  
      without his parents. Calling the Water Drum is a  
      tender and timely tribute to the bravery of  
      immigrants and refugees, and the resiliency of the  
      human spirit." Ages 5-9. 
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TITO PUENTE: MAMBO KING/REY DEL 
MAMBO 
Monica Brown, illustrated by Rafael López  
In this vibrant bilingual picture book biography of 
musician Tito Puente, readers will dance along to the 
beat of this mambo king's life. Tito Puente loved 
banging pots and pans as a child, but what he really 
dreamed of was having his own band one day. From 
Spanish Harlem to the Grammy Awards—and all the 
beats in between—this is the true life story of a boy 
whose passion for music turned him into the "King of 
Mambo." Ages 4-8.  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
TROMBONE SHORTY 
Troy Andrews, illustrated by Bryan Collier 
Hailing from the Tremé neighborhood in New Orleans, 
Troy “Trombone Shorty” Andrews got his nickname by 
wielding a trombone twice as long as he was high. A 
prodigy, he was leading his own band by age six, and 
today this Grammy-nominated artist headlines the 
legendary New Orleans Jazz Fest. Along with 
esteemed illustrator Bryan Collier, Andrews has created 
a lively picture book autobiography about how he 
followed his dream of becoming a musician, despite the 
odds, until he reached international stardom. Trombone 
Shorty  is a celebration of the rich cultural history of New 
Orleans and the power of music. Ages 4-8. 
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KENYA’S SONG 
Linda Trice, illustrated by Pamela Johnson 
Kenya’s homework is to pick her favorite song and 
share it with her class. Sounds simple, but for 
Kenya, it’s anything but. With all that beautiful music 
in the world, how can she possibly choose? Her 
family and friends try to help by offering their favorite 
songs as choices, but it’s no help to Kenya. While 
those around her have made some great 
suggestions, Kenya has a hard time calling any one 
of them her favorite. For inspiration, Kenya 
accompanies her father to the Caribbean Cultural 
Center where he plays music. Kenya hears music 
from Cuba and Trinidad, Haiti and Puerto Rico. She 
hears music in all different languages—French, 
English, Spanish. But still, Kenya can’t decide which  

     song she likes best. Finally, Kenya makes her  
     decision—one that will surprise readers while  
     inspiring them to listen to the world around them.  
     Ages 4-8. 

 

 
MUSIC IS... 
Brandon Stosuy, illustrated by Amy Martin  
From music writer and The Creative 
Independent/Kickstarter Editor in Chief Brandon 
Stosuy, comes an entertaining new board book that 
introduces the many moods, styles, and senses of 
music to the youngest audiophiles—because music 
is for everyone, and music is for you. Featuring Amy 
Martin’s dynamic art style, Music Is…  explains music 
through our eyes and  ears so that the sense of 
hearing is transformed into a visual experience. A 
pitch-perfect board book that is sure to strike a chord 
with readers of all ages. Ages 2-5.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Knock Knock Children’s Museum • Baton Rouge, LA •  knockknockmuseum.org • (225) 388-3090 



 

 
LITTLE MELBA AND HER BIG 
TROMBONE 
Katheryn Russell-Brown, illustrated by Frank Morrison 
Melba Doretta Liston loved the sounds of music from 
as far back as she could remember. At age seven, 
Melba fell in love with a big, shiny trombone, and 
soon taught herself to play the instrument. By the 
time she was a teenager, Melba’s extraordinary gift 
for music led her to the world of jazz. Overcoming 
obstacles of race and gender, Melba went on to 
become a famed trombone player and arranger, 
spinning rhythms, harmonies, and melodies into 
gorgeous songs for all the jazz greats of the 
twentieth century: Randy Weston, Duke Ellington,  

     Count Basie, Billie Holiday, and Quincy Jones, to  
     name just a few. Brimming with ebullience and the  
     joy of making music, this book is a fitting tribute to a  
     trailblazing musician and a great unsung hero of  
     jazz. Ages 6-10.  
 

 
JINGLE DANCER 
Cynthia Leitich Smith, Illustrated by Cornelius Van 
Wright & Ying-Hwa Hu 
The affirming story of how a contemporary Native 
American girl turns to her family and community to 
help her dance find a voice. Jenna loves the tradition 
of jingle dancing that has been shared by 
generations of women in her family, and she hopes 
to dance at the next powwow. But she has a 
problem—how will her dress sing if it has no jingles? 
The cone-shaped jingles sewn to Grandma Wolfe's 
dress sing tink, tink, tink, tink.  Jenna's heart beats to 
the brum, brum, brum, brum  of the powwow drum as 
she daydreams about the clinking song of her 
grandma's jingle dancing. Ages 4-8.  
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ESQUIVEL!: SPACE-AGE SOUND 
ARTIST 
Susan Wood, illustrated by Duncan Tonatiuh 
Juan García Esquivel was born in Mexico and grew 
up to the sounds of mariachi bands. He loved music 
and became a musical explorer. Defying convention, 
he created music that made people laugh and 
planted images in their minds. Juan's space-age 
lounge music—popular in the fifties and sixties—has 
found a new generation of listeners. And Duncan 
Tonatiuh's fresh and quirky illustrations bring 
Esquivel's spirit to life. Ages 6-9. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
DRUMMER GIRL 
Hiba Masood, illustrated by Hoda Hadadi 
Year after year, in the blessed month of Ramadan, 
little Najma has happily arisen to the drum beat of 
her neighborhood's musaharati. He walks through 
the streets of her small Turkish village, waking each 
family for the pre-dawn meal before the long day of 
fasting. Najma wants nothing more than to be a 
musaharati herself one day, but no girl has ever 
taken on the role before. Will she have what it takes 
to be the drummer girl of her dreams? Find out in 
this inspirational story of sincerity, determination, 
and believing in yourself. Ages 4-8. 
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