
 

DWELLINGS & HOW PEOPLE LIVE READING LIST 

 
Knock Knock Children’s Museum (KKCM)  is a community spark for engaging, playful learning experiences that inspire 
and support lifelong learning. We strive to be inclusive by making every aspect of our museum relevant and accessible to all. 
We recognize that responsive interactions are critical for children and adults to achieve their fullest potential in the context of 
relationships that are built on trust and respect. We believe in the development of the whole child with the goal of increasing 
early literacy skills while expanding knowledge and raising interest in STEAM subjects and careers. Books are an important 
part to our museum, with the Story Tree Learning Zones, featuring a library of over 400 books. These books organized 
around the themes of each Learning Zone are used daily in our programs, to introduce field trips, to guide art and maker shop 
activities, for story times and for visitors to enjoy. KKCM is excited to work with The Conscious Kid Library, an 
organization that promotes multicultural literacy, anti-bias and empowerment through creating access to diverse children’s 
books. Our goal is to make sure all visitors to our museum can see themselves and learn about the people, places, history and 
ideas that make up our diverse and wonderful world. Knock Knock’s themes for October include Dwellings, Cities, 
Architecture, How People Live (and Cardboard Boxes!). All of the books featured on this list incorporate these topics. Some 
reflect certain cities, like Tokyo or Harlem, and others reflect ways of living in specific environments or contexts, such as in 
a car or as a migrant. We hope you enjoy them all.  
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THE BIG BOX 
Toni Morrison & Slade Morrison, illustrated by Giselle 
Potter 
To make three youngsters—Patty, Mickey and Liza 
Sue—abide by their rules, the grown-ups—parents, 
teachers and other adults—create a world inside a box, 
a world with toys, games, treats and gifts. But all Patty, 
Mickey and Liza Sue really want is the freedom to be 
themselves. Ages 4-8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SUGAR HILL: HARLEM’S HISTORIC 
NEIGHBORHOOD 
Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by R. Gregory 
Christie 
Take a walk through Harlem's Sugar Hill and meet 
all the amazing people who made this neighborhood 
legendary. With upbeat rhyming, read-aloud text, 
Sugar Hill celebrates the Harlem neighborhood that 
successful African Americans first called home 
during the 1920s. Children raised in Sugar Hill not 
only looked up to these achievers but also 
experienced art and culture at home, at church, and 
in the community. Books, music lessons, and art 
classes expanded their horizons beyond the narrow 
limits of segregation. Includes brief biographies of 
jazz greats Duke Ellington, Count Basie, Sonny 
Rollins, and Miles Davis; artists Aaron Douglas and 
Faith Ringgold; entertainers Lena Horne and the 
Nicholas Brothers; writer Zora Neale Hurston; civil 
rights leader W. E. B. DuBois, and lawyer Thurgood 
Marshall. Ages 4-8. 
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UPTOWN 
Bryan Collier 
Uptown is a rich mix of flavors, colors, sounds, and 
cultures that come together to create a vibrant 
community like no other in the world. Seen through 
the eyes of one little boy who lives there, the details 
of life in Harlem are as joyous as a game of 
basketball on a summer's afternoon and as personal 
as a trip to the barbershop where old-timers 
reminisce. Bryan Collier's spare, poetic text and 
beautiful, intricate illustrations evoke every aspect of 
Harlem, from the legendary Apollo Theater to 
chocolate-colored brownstones, weekend shopping 
on 125th Street, and the music of Duke Ellington. 
Ages 4-8.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
THE SOUND OF SILENCE 
Katrina Goldsaito, illustrated by Julia Kuo 
"Do you have a favorite sound?" little Yoshio asks. 
The musician answers, "The most beautiful sound is 
the sound of ma, of silence." But Yoshio lives in 
Tokyo, Japan: a giant, noisy, busy city. He hears 
shoes squishing through puddles, trains whooshing, 
cars beeping, and families laughing. Tokyo is like a 
symphony hall! Where is silence? Join Yoshio on his 
journey through the hustle and bustle of the city to 
find the most beautiful sound of all. Ages 4-8. 
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LA FRONTERA/THE BORDER: EL VIAJE 
CON PAPA/MY JOURNEY WITH PAPA 
Alfredo Alva, Deborah Mills, and Claudia Navarro 
Join a young boy and his father on an arduous 
journey from Mexico to the United States in the 
1980s to find a new life. They’ll need all the courage 
they can muster to safely cross the border — la 
frontera — and to make a home for themselves in a 
new land. Inspired by the childhood immigration 
experience of co-author Alfredo Alva, this story of 
perseverance is told in both Spanish and English. 
Ages 3-9.  

  

 

 
 

FREEDOM IN CONGO SQUARE 
Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by R. Gregory 
Christie  
As slaves relentlessly toiled in an unjust system in 
19th century Louisiana, they all counted down the 
days until Sunday, when at least for half a day they 
were briefly able to congregate in Congo Square in 
New Orleans. Here they were free to set up an open 
market, sing, dance, and play music. They were 
free to forget their cares, their struggles, and their 
oppression. This story chronicles slaves' duties 
each day, from chopping logs on Mondays to baking 
bread on Wednesdays to plucking hens on 
Saturday, and builds to the freedom of Sundays and 
the special experience of an afternoon spent in 
Congo Square. Ages 4-8. 
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BOWWOW POWWOW 
Brenda J. Child, illustrated by Jonathan Thunder 
When Uncle and Windy Girl and Itchy Boy attend a 
powwow, Windy Girl watches the dancers and 
listens to the singers. She eats tasty food and joins 
family and friends around the campfire. Later, Windy 
falls asleep under the stars. Now Uncle's stories 
inspire other visions in her head: a bowwow 
powwow, where all the dancers are dogs. In these 
magical scenes, Windy sees veterans in a Grand 
Entry, and a visiting drum group, and traditional 
dancers, grass dancers, and jingle-dress 
dancers—all with telltale ears and paws and tails. All 
celebrating in song and dance. All attesting to the 
wonder of the powwow. Ages 3-7. 

 

 

 

 
A SHELTER IN OUR CAR 
Monica Gunning, Illustrated by Elaine Pedlar 
Zettie and her Mama left their warm and comfortable 
home in Jamaica for an uncertain life in the United 
States. With Papa gone, Mama can't find a steady 
job that will sustain them and so they are forced to 
live in their car. But Mama's unwavering love, 
support, and gutsy determination give Zettie the 
confidence that, together, she and her mother can 
meet all challenges. Monica Gunning's moving and 
authentic story about homelessness in an American 
city was developed with the help of the Homeless 
Children’s Network in San Francisco. Ages 5-8. 
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HER RIGHT FOOT 
Dave Eggers, illustrated by Shawn Harris 
In this fascinating and fun take on nonfiction, Dave 
Eggers and Shawn Harris investigate a seemingly 
small trait of America's most emblematic statue. 
What they find is about more than history, more than 
art. What they find in the Statue of Liberty's right foot 
is the powerful message of acceptance that is 
essential of an entire country's creation. Ages 4-8. 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 

 

 
YOUNG WATER PROTECTORS: A 
STORY ABOUT STANDING ROCK 
Aslan Tudor and Kelly Tudor, illustrated by Jason 
Eaglespeaker 
At the not-so-tender age of 8, Aslan arrived in North 
Dakota to help stop a pipeline. A few months later he 
returned—and saw the whole world watching. Read 
about his inspiring experiences in the Oceti Sakowin 
Camp at Standing Rock. Learn about what exactly 
happened there, and why. Be inspired by Aslan’s 
story of the daily life of Standing Rock’s young water 
protectors. Mni Wiconi...Water is Life. Ages 4-8.  
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