
 

EARTH, WIND, FIRE & WATER READING LIST 

 
Knock Knock Children’s Museum (KKCM)  is a community spark for engaging, playful learning experiences that inspire 
and support lifelong learning. We strive to be inclusive by making every aspect of our museum relevant and accessible to all. 
We recognize that responsive interactions are critical for children and adults to achieve their fullest potential in the context of 
relationships that are built on trust and respect. We believe in the development of the whole child with the goal of increasing 
early literacy skills while expanding knowledge and raising interest in STEAM subjects and careers. Books are an important 
part to our museum, with the Story Tree Learning Zones, featuring a library of over 400 books. These books organized 
around the themes of each Learning Zone are used daily in our programs, to introduce field trips, to guide art and maker shop 
activities, for story times and for visitors to enjoy. KKCM is excited to work with The Conscious Kid Library, an 
organization that promotes multicultural literacy, anti-bias and empowerment through creating access to diverse children’s 
books. Our goal is to make sure all visitors to our museum can see themselves and learn about the people, places, history and 
ideas that make up our diverse and wonderful world. Knock Knock’s theme for September is “Earth, Wind, Fire, and Water” 
and all of the books featured on this list involve these elements.  
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LITTLE CLOUD AND LADY WIND 
Toni Morrison & Slade Morrison, illustrated by Sean 
Qualls 
Little Cloud likes her own place in the sky, away from 
the other clouds. There, the sky is all hers. She is 
free to make her own way and go where she wishes. 
Can Lady Wind show Little Cloud the power of being 
with others? Will Little Cloud agree there is strength 
in unity and change her ways? A fresh take on a 
classic story, Little Cloud and Lady Wind will teach 
kids how to work together to achieve their goals. 
Ages 4-8. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
THEY SAY BLUE 
Jillian Tamaki 
In captivating paintings full of movement and 
transformation, Tamaki follows a young girl through a 
year or a day as she examines the colors in the world 
around her. Egg yolks are sunny orange as expected, 
yet water cupped in her hands isn’t blue like they say. 
But maybe a blue whale is blue. She doesn’t know, she 
hasn’t seen one. Playful and philosophical, They Say 
Blue is a book about color as well as perspective, about 
the things we can see and the things we can only 
wonder at. Ages 4-8. 
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REDWOODS 
Jason Chin 
An ordinary train ride becomes an extraordinary trip to 
the great ancient forests. A subway trip is transformed 
when a young boy happens upon a book about 
Redwood forests. As he reads, the information unfolds, 
and with each new bit of knowledge, he travels—all the 
way to California to climb into the Redwood canopy. 
Crammed with interesting and accurate information 
about these great natural wonders, this book is 
innovative nonfiction set within a strong and beautiful 
picture storybook. Ages 4-8.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
PELE FINDS A HOME 
Gabrielle Ahuli’i, illustrated by Jing Jing Tsong 
Part of a new series called Hawaiian Legends for 
Little Ones, Pele Finds a Home introduces kids ages 
0-4 to one of Hawaii's best-known deities, the 
Volcano Goddess, whose power is still on view today 
on the Island of Hawaii where Kilauea continues to 
erupt. In simple, poetic language, this origin story 
gives small kids a taste of Hawaii's rich history of 
storytelling. This legend will give kids a wider view of 
Hawaiian culture, history, and its natural world. Ages 
0-4.  
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THE SPECIFIC OCEAN 
Kyo Maclear, illustrated by Katty Maurey 
In this gently told picture book, a young girl is 
unhappy about having to leave the city for a family 
vacation on the Pacific Ocean (which she used to 
call the Specific Ocean). As the days pass, however, 
she is drawn to spend more time in and near the 
water, feeling moved by its beauty and rhythms. The 
ocean does its own thing, rolling backward and 
forward. Wash, swash, splush, hush. There is no late 
or hurry or racing in ocean time. By the end of the 
vacation, the girl has grown to love the ocean and 
now feels reluctant to leave it behind. But as she 
soon realizes, it doesn't ever have to leave her. 
Calm. Blue. Ruffled. Gray. Playful. Green. 
Mysterious. Black. Foggy. Silver. Roaring. White. No 
matter where I am, this specific ocean will be with 
me. Ages 4-8.  

 

 
 

JULIÁN IS A MERMAID 
Jessica Love 
While riding the subway home from the pool with his 
abuela one day, Julián notices three women 
spectacularly dressed up. Their hair billows in brilliant 
hues, their dresses end in fishtails, and their joy fills 
the train car. When Julián gets home, daydreaming of 
the magic he’s seen, all he can think about is dressing 
up just like the ladies in his own fabulous mermaid 
costume: a butter-yellow curtain for his tail, the fronds 
of a potted fern for his headdress. But what will Abuela 
think about the mess he makes—and even more 
importantly, what will she think about how Julián sees 
himself? Mesmerizing and full of heart, Jessica Love’s 
author-illustrator debut is a jubilant picture of self-love 
and a radiant celebration of individuality. Ages 4-8. 
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SOLVING THE PUZZLE UNDER THE SEA 
Robert Burleigh, illustrated by Raúl Colón 
Marie Tharp was always fascinated by the ocean. 
Taught to think big by her father who was a 
mapmaker, Marie wanted to do something no one 
had ever done before: map the bottom of the Atlantic 
Ocean. Was it even possible? Throughout history, 
others had tried and failed to measure the depths of 
the oceans. Sailors lowered weighted ropes to take 
measurements. Even today, scientists are trying to 
measure the depth by using echo sounder machines 
to track how long it would take a sound wave sent 
from a ship to the seafloor to come back. But for 
Marie, it was like piecing together an immense 
jigsaw puzzle. Despite past failures and 
challenges—sometimes Marie would be turned away 
from a ship because having a woman on board was 
“bad luck”—Marie was determined to succeed. And 
she did, becoming the first person to chart the ocean 
floor, helping us better understand the planet we call 
home. Ages 4-8. 

 
MIRANDY AND BROTHER WIND 
Patricia McKissack, illustrated by Jerry Pinkney 
In this Caldecott Honor and Coretta Scott King 
Award winning tale, Mirandy is determined to 
capture the best partner for the junior cakewalk 
jubilee. And who is the best partner? The wind, of 
course! 
Grandmama Beasley says, “Can’t nobody put 
shackles on Brother Wind, chile. He be special. He 
be free.” With neighbors up and down Ridgetop 
suggesting all manner of strategies, and friend Ezel 
laughing at each foiled one, Mirandy grows ever 
more determined: she’ll get hold of that Brother Wind 
yet! Ages 3-7.  
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CALL ME TREE/LLAMAME ARBOL 
Maya Christina Gonzalez 
In this spare, lyrically written story, we join a child on a 
journey of self-discovery. Finding a way to grow from 
the inside out, just like a tree, the child develops as an 
individual comfortable in the natural world and in 
relationships with others. The child begins Within / The 
deep dark earth, like a seed, ready to grow and then 
dream and reach out to the world. Soon the child 
discovers birds and the sky and other children: Trees 
and trees / Just like me! Each is different too. The child 
embraces them all because All trees have roots/ All 
trees belong. Maya Christina Gonzalez once again 
combines her talents as an artist and a storyteller to 
craft a gentle, empowering story about belonging, 
connecting with nature, and becoming your fullest self. 
Young readers will be inspired to dream and reach, 
reach and dream...and to be as free and unique as 
trees. Ages 3-7. 

 

 
A DIFFERENT POND 
Bao Phi, illustrated by Thi Bui 
A 2018 Caldecott Honor Book that Kirkus Reviews 
calls “a must-read for our times,” A Different Pond is 
an unforgettable story about a simple event―a 
long-ago fishing trip. Graphic novelist Thi Bui and 
acclaimed poet Bao Phi deliver a powerful, honest 
glimpse into a relationship between father and 
son―and between cultures, old and new. As a 
young boy, Bao and his father awoke early, hours 
before his father's long workday began, to fish on the 
shores of a small pond in Minneapolis. Unlike many 
other anglers, Bao and his father fished for food, not 
recreation. A successful catch meant a fed family. 
Between hope-filled casts, Bao's father told him 
about a different pond in their homeland of Vietnam. 
Ages 6-8.  
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