
 

 KNOCK KNOCK NATURE READING LIST 

 
Knock Knock Children’s Museum (KKCM)  is a community spark for engaging, playful learning experiences that inspire 
and support lifelong learning. We strive to be inclusive by making every aspect of our museum relevant and accessible to all. 
We recognize that responsive interactions are critical for children and adults to achieve their fullest potential in the context of 
relationships that are built on trust and respect. We believe in the development of the whole child with the goal of increasing 
early literacy skills while expanding knowledge and raising interest in STEAM subjects and careers. Books are an important 
part to our museum, with the Story Tree Learning Zones, featuring a library of over 400 books. These books organized 
around the themes of each Learning Zone are used daily in our programs, to introduce field trips, to guide art and maker shop 
activities, for story times and for visitors to enjoy. KKCM is excited to work with The Conscious Kid Library, an 
organization that promotes multicultural literacy, anti-bias and empowerment through creating access to diverse children’s 
books. Our goal is to make sure all visitors to our museum can see themselves and learn about the people, places, history and 
ideas that make up our diverse and wonderful world. Knock Knock’s theme for June is “Nature” and all of the books featured 
on this list involve gardening, outside adventurers, growing, natural dwellings, and trees.  
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DRAGONFLY KITES 
Tomson Highway, Illustrated by Julie Flett 
Joe and Cody, two young Cree brothers, along with 
their parents and their little dog Ootsie, are spending 
the summer by one of the hundreds of lakes in 
northern Manitoba. Summer means a chance to 
explore the world and make friends with an array of 
creatures. But what Joe and Cody like doing best of 
all is flying dragonfly kites. They catch dragonflies 
and gently tie a length of thread around the middle of 
each dragonfly before letting it go. Off soar the 
dragonflies into the summer sky and off race the 
brothers and Ootsie too, chasing after their dragonfly 
kites through trees and meadows and down to the 
beach before watching them disappear into the night 
sky. But in their dreams, Joe and Cody soar through 
the skies with their kites until it's time to wake up. 
Ages 4-8.  

 

 
GRAND CANYON 
Jason Chin 
Rivers wind through earth, cutting down and eroding 
the soil for millions of years, creating a cavity in the 
ground 277 miles long, 18 miles wide, and more than 
a mile deep known as the Grand Canyon. Home to 
an astonishing variety of plants and animals that 
have lived and evolved within its walls for millennia, 
the Grand Canyon is much more than just a hole in 
the ground. Follow a father and daughter as they 
make their way through the cavernous wonder, 
discovering life both present and past. Ages 7-12.  
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WILD BERRIES 
Julie Flett 
Tch, tch, sh, sh, tup, tup. Spend the day picking wild 
blueberries with Clarence and his grandmother. 
Meet ant, spider, and fox in a beautiful woodland 
landscape, the ancestral home of author and 
illustrator, Julie Flett. This book is written in both 
English and Cree, in particular the n-dialect, also 
known as Swampy Cree from the Cumberland 
House area. Ages 4-8. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
A DAY WITH YAYAH 
Nicola I. Campbell, Illustrated by Julie Flett 
Set in the Nicola Valley, British Columbia, in 
Canada's westernmost province, a First Nations 
family goes on an outing to forage for herbs and 
mushrooms. A grandmother passes down her 
knowledge of plant life and the natural world to her 
young grandchildren. Ages 4-8.  
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SWEETEST KULU 
Celina Kalluk, Illustrated by Alexandria Neonakis 
A lyrical lullaby imbued with traditional Inuit beliefs, 
this bedtime poem written by internationally 
acclaimed Inuit throat singer Celina Kalluk, describes 
the gifts bestowed upon a newborn baby by all the 
animals of the Arctic. Lyrically and lovingly written, 
this visually stunning book is infused with the Inuit 
values of love and respect for the land and its animal 
inhabitants. Ages 0-5. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
GIVING THANKS: A NATIVE AMERICAN 
GOOD MORNING MESSAGE 
Chief Lake Swamp, Illustrated by Erwin Printup, Jr. 
Mohawk parents have traditionally taught their 
children to start each day by giving thanks to Mother 
Earth. “To be a human being is an honor, and we 
offer thanksgiving for all the gifts of life,” begins the 
Thanksgiving Address. This Native American good 
morning message is based on the belief that the 
natural world is a precious and rare gift. The whole 
universe–from the moon and the stars to the tiniest 
blade of grass–is addressed as one great family. It is 
a celebration of the beauty of Mother Earth, which 
Chief Jake Swamp of the Mohawk Nation, who is 
also a founder of the Tree of Peace Society, has 
adapted especially for readers of all ages. Ages 5-11. 
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THE APPLE TREE: A MODERN DAY 
CHEROKEE STORY 
Sandy Tharp-Thee, Illustrated by Marlena Campbell 
Hodson 
A Cherokee boy plants an apple seed, already 
seeing the apple tree it is meant to be. But the little 
apple tree is not so sure. Young and impatient, it 
begins to doubt its calling after apples fail to appear 
that first fall. How can the boy convince the tree to 
give the seasons the time to work their magic? The 
story is told in English with Cherokee translation. 
Ages 4-7. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
THE TREE LADY: THE TRUE STORY OF 
HOW ONE TREE-LOVING WOMAN 
CHANGED A CITY FOREVER 
H. Joseph Hopkins, Illustrated by Jill McElmurry 
Katherine Olivia Sessions never thought she’d live in 
a place without trees. After all, Kate grew up among 
the towering pines and redwoods of Northern 
California. But after becoming the first woman to 
graduate from the University of California with a 
degree in science, she took a job as a teacher in the 
dry desert town of San Diego. Kate decided that San 
Diego needed trees more than anything else. So this 
trailblazing young woman single-handedly started a 
massive movement that transformed the town into 
the green, garden-filled oasis it is today. Now, more  

     than 100 years after Kate first arrived in San Diego,  
     her gorgeous gardens and parks can be found all  
     over the city. Ages 5-10. 
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RAINBOW STEW 
Cathryn Falwell 
Splish, splash, puddle dash! It’s a rainy summer 
day, but the vegetables in Grandpa’s garden are 
just waiting to be picked. Yellow peppers, purple 
cabbage, red tomatoes, green zucchini, orange 
carrots, and more. So many colors! So many 
delicious ingredients to slice, chop, peel, and dice 
for a great big pot of mouthwatering Rainbow Stew. 
Yum! Ages 4-7.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
THE UGLY VEGETABLES 
Grace Lin 
In this charming story about celebrating differences, 
a Chinese-American girl wishes for a garden of 
bright flowers instead of one full of bumpy, ugly, 
vegetables. The neighbors' gardens look so much 
prettier and so much more inviting to the young 
gardener than the garden of "black-purple-green 
vines, fuzzy wrinkled leaves, prickly stems, and a 
few little yellow flowers" that she and her mother 
grow. Nevertheless, mother assures her that "these 
are better than flowers." Come harvest time, 
everyone agrees as those ugly vegetables become 
the tastiest, most aromatic soup they have ever 
known. As the neighborhood comes together to  

     share flowers and ugly vegetable soup, the young  
     gardener learns that regardless of appearances,  
     everything has its own beauty and purpose. Ages  
     4-8. 

Knock Knock Children’s Museum • Baton Rouge, LA •  knockknockmuseum.org • (225) 388-3090 


