
 

KNOCK KNOCK ZOOM ZOOM READING LIST 

 
Knock Knock Children’s Museum (KKCM)  is a community spark for engaging, playful learning experiences that inspire 
and support lifelong learning. We strive to be inclusive by making every aspect of our museum relevant and accessible to all. 
We recognize that responsive interactions are critical for children and adults to achieve their fullest potential in the context of 
relationships that are built on trust and respect. We believe in the development of the whole child with the goal of increasing 
early literacy skills while expanding knowledge and raising interest in STEAM subjects and careers. Books are an important 
part to our museum, with the Story Tree Learning Zones, featuring a library of over 400 books. These books organized 
around the themes of each Learning Zone are used daily in our programs, to introduce field trips, to guide art and maker shop 
activities, for story times and for visitors to enjoy. KKCM is excited to work with The Conscious Kid Library, an 
organization that promotes multicultural literacy, anti-bias and empowerment through creating access to diverse children’s 
books. Our goal is to make sure all visitors to our museum can see themselves and learn about the people, places, history and 
ideas that make up our diverse and wonderful world. Knock Knock’s theme for May is “Zoom Zoom” so all of the books 
featured on this list involve transportation―from airplanes, buses, and bicycles, to tuk tuk's, cars, and spaceships.  
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THE FLYING GIRL: HOW AÍDA DE 
ACOSTA LEARNED TO SOAR 
Margarita Engle, Illustrated by Sara Palacios 
The inspiring true story of Aída de Acosta, the first 
woman to fly a motorized aircraft. On a lively street 
in the lovely city of Paris, a girl named Aída glanced 
up and was dazzled by the sight of an airship. Oh, 
how she wished she could soar through the sky like 
that! The inventor of the airship, Alberto, invited Aída 
to ride with him, but she didn’t want to be a 
passenger. She wanted to be the pilot. Aída was just 
a teenager, and no woman or girl had ever flown 
before. She didn’t let that stop her, though. All she 
needed was courage and a chance to try. Ages 4-8.  

 

 

 

 

 
All THE WAY TO HAVANA 
Margarita Engle, Illustrated by Mike Curato 
So we purr, cara cara, and we glide, taka taka, and 
we zoom, zoom, ZOOM! Together, a boy and his 
parents drive to the city of Havana, Cuba, in their old 
family car. Along the way, they experience the sights 
and sounds of the streets―neighbors talking, 
musicians performing, and beautiful, colorful cars 
putt-putting and bumpety-bumping along. In the end, 
though, it’s their old car, Cara Cara, that the boy 
loves best. A joyful celebration of the Cuban people 
and their resourceful innovation. Ages 4-8.  
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WIND FLYERS 
Angela Johnson, Illustrated by Loren Long 
Angela Johnson and illustrator Loren Long invite 
readers to ponder a band of under-celebrated World 
War II heroes―the Tuskegee Airmen. With fleeting 
prose and transcendent imagery, this book by the 
masterful author/artist duo reveals how a boy's love 
of flight takes him on a journey from the dusty dirt 
roads of Alabama to the war-torn skies of Europe 
and into the hearts of those who are only now 
beginning to understand the part these brave souls 
played in the history of America. Ages 5-9. 
 
 
 

 

 
BOYCOTT BLUES: HOW ROSA PARKS 
INSPIRED A NATION 
Andrea Davis Pinkney, Illustrated by Brian Pinkney 
Rosa Parks took a stand by keeping her seat on the 
bus. When she was arrested for it, her supporters 
protested by refusing to ride. Soon a community of 
thousands was coming together to help one another 
get where they needed to go. Some started taxis, 
some rode bikes, but they all walked and walked. 
With boycott feet. With boycott blues. And, after 382 
days of walking, they walked Jim Crow right out of 
town. Andrea Davis Pinkney and Brian Pinkney 
present a poignant, blues-infused tribute to the men 
and women of the Montgomery bus boycott, who 
refused to give up until they got justice. Ages 5-8.  
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THE WHEELS ON THE TUK TUK 
Kabir Sehgal and Surishtha Sehgal, Illustrated by Jess 
Golden 
This picture book brings an international twist to the 
beloved nursery rhyme, The Wheels on the Bus, by 
bringing you aboard a busy three-wheeled taxi in 
India! Anything can happen as the tuk tuk rolls 
through town—from an elephant encounter to a tasty 
treat to a grand fireworks display. And in the midst of 
all the action, one thing’s for sure: passengers young 
and old love every minute of their exciting ride as the 
wheels of the tuk tuk go round and round! Ages 3-7. 

 

 

 

 
EMMANUEL’S DREAM: THE TRUE 
STORY OF EMMANUEL OFOSU 
YEBOAH 
Laurie Ann Thompson, Illustrated by Sean Qualls 
Born in Ghana, West Africa, with one deformed leg, 
he was dismissed by most people—but not by his 
mother, who taught him to reach for his dreams. As 
a boy, Emmanuel hopped to school more than two 
miles each way, learned to play soccer, left home at 
age thirteen to provide for his family, and, eventually, 
became a cyclist. He rode an astonishing four 
hundred miles across Ghana in 2001, spreading his 
powerful message: disability is not inability. Today, 
Emmanuel continues to work on behalf of the 
disabled. Thompson's lyrical prose and Qualls's bold 
collage illustrations offer a powerful celebration of 
triumphing over adversity. Ages 4-8.  
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HIDDEN FIGURES: THE TRUE STORY 
OF FOUR BLACK WOMEN AND THE 
SPACE RACE 
Margot Lee Shetterly, Illustrated by Laura Freeman 
Dorothy Vaughan, Mary Jackson, Katherine 
Johnson, and Christine Darden were good at 
math…really good. They participated in some of 
NASA's greatest successes, like providing the 
calculations for America's first journeys into space. 
And they did so when being Black and a woman 
limited what they could do. But they persisted. And 
they used their genius minds to change the world. In 
this beautifully illustrated picture book edition, we 
explore the story of four female African American 
mathematicians at NASA, and how they overcame 
gender and racial barriers to succeed in a highly 
challenging STEM-based career. Ages 4-8.  

 
 
 

 
MAE AMONG THE STARS 
Roda Ahmed, Illustrated by Stasia Burrington 
When Little Mae was a child, she dreamed of 
dancing in space. She imagined herself surrounded 
by billions of stars, floating, gliding, and discovering. 
She wanted to be an astronaut. Her mom told her, "If 
you believe it, and work hard for it, anything is 
possible.” Little Mae’s curiosity, intelligence, and 
determination, matched with her parents' 
encouraging words, paved the way for her incredible 
success at NASA as the first African American 
woman to travel in space. This book will inspire other 
young girls to reach for the stars, to aspire for the 
impossible, and to persist with childlike imagination. 
Ages 4-8. 
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SKY HIGH: THE TRUE STORY OF 
MAGGIE GEE 
Marissa Moss, Illustrated by Carl Angel 
Maggie dreamed of flying―just like her favorite pilot, 
Amelia Earhart. She told her brothers and sisters 
stories of flying across oceans and deserts, and all 
around the world. But in the 1920s and 1930s, few 
girls took to the sky. Then, when Maggie grew up, 
her whole world changed overnight: the United 
States entered World War II, and everyone in her 
family was affected. Maggie knew that this was the 
time to support her country―and it was her chance 
to fly. Young Maggie Gee became one of only two 
Chinese American Women Airforce Service Pilots to 
serve in WWII. Ages 5-8. 

 

 
 
 

LAST STOP ON MARKET STREET 
Matt de la Peña, Illustrated by Christian Robinson 
Every Sunday after church, CJ and his grandma 
ride the bus across town. But today, CJ wonders 
why they don't own a car like his friend Colby. Why 
doesn’t he have an iPod like the boys on the bus? 
How come they always have to get off in the dirty 
part of town? Each question is met with an 
encouraging answer from grandma, who helps him 
see the beauty—and fun—in their routine and the 
world around them. This energetic ride through a 
bustling city highlights the wonderful perspective 
only grandparent and grandchild can share Ages 
3-5. 
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